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ad breath is just part of being a dog,

t O

right? Wrong! Oral disease is the most
: commonly seen problem by veterinarians
§and can be painful to our little loved ones, how-
§ever it often goes under treated because there
s are rarely obvious symptoms. By the age of two
gyears old, seventy percent of cats and eighty per-
écent of dogs have some degree of dental disease
and the chances of this increase as they get older.

Dental disease starts with the formation of plaque

on the teeth, when saliva mixes with the plaque it
§f0rms tartar. Tartar is bacteria in the mouth and it
§doesn6t only affect your
§wi|l cause the gum line and bone structure in the

pe

: mouth to deteriorate. This breakdown of gum tis-
ésue and supporting bones is called periodontal
édisease, a serious problem that will eventually
élead to problems with the heart, kidneys, and
§Iiver. Some chronic diseases like allergies, diabe-
: tes, and hypothyroidism can also be more difficult

Dent al

to control when there is periodontal disease pre-

S

sent in your petds mout h.

In addition to the average wear and aging that
occurs in your petdés mout h
tribute to future dental problems. Smaller pets, :
such as small dogs and cats, are at greater risk

for dental disease because their teeth are often

more crowded together, which can make at -home
care like brushing teeth less effective. Tennis ball
chewers may also experience more sensitivity due

to the coarse fuzz that covers the ball and pets

who suffer from allergies can also cause additional

wear on the teeth from excessive chewing at their

hair coat.

Prevention is key in keeping your pet healthy and

happy. Please ask a staff member for more infor-

mation about February Dental Month discounts

and for advice on products you can use at home

to keep your pet smiling all year long.

Fact or Myth?

1. Pets dondét need to have
cleanings.

2. Dental tartar is harmless.

3. I f my pet is eating fine
painful.

4. 80% of pets over age 3 have dental

disease

(answers on page 4)
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Popular Dog Breeds from a Veterinary Perspective:

The Yorkshire Terrier

(il f youbre consi

Size
A small breed, usually between 4

. Maintenance

: Most have long hair and will require routine grooming, which includes
: brushing and/or trimming the coat, the toenails, and keeping their teeth

: clean.

: Temperament

: Generally friendly and energetic. At Creature Comforts we rarely see an
: aggressive Yorkie, although without proper socialization as puppies it is
: possible that any breed can become aggressive.

Common Health Problems

dering adding a Yor kshi.
: some information to keep in mind as you make your decision.

-20 pounds.

§ Hypoglycemia (low blood sugar): May occur when they are young puppies, they can become very

: lethargic and possibly seizure if they are not eating enough.

§ Liver shunt (a genetic liver condition): May occur when blood does not properly circulate through the
liver, which causes a decrease in liver functions.

18 Luxating Patellas: A condition in which the patella, or kneecap, dislocates or moves out of its normal
location. This problem is most commonly genetic, but rarely it will result from some type of trauma
to the leg.

Adult Yorkshire Terrier
groomed in classic style for
competition in the famous
Westminster dog show.

‘ Dental disease and retained baby teeth: When they are six months
| old, we check to make sure that all of their baby teeth have fallen out.
If the teeth have not fallen out, we recommend extracting them dur-

for tartar build -up and can do damage to the roots of a normal adult
tooth. As they get older it is important to maintain the teeth at home
and through routine dental cleanings to prevent tartar accumulation.

Yorkshire Terrier puppy

Last month, the AKC released their list of the most popular dog
breeds in the United States, and the Yorkshire Terrier was #3
(behind Labs and German Shepherds). The Yorkie has placed in
the top 10 every year since 1999. Wondering what the most
popular dog breeds are in Las Vegas? According the AKC, we
love Labs, Bulldogs, German Shepherds, Shih Tzus, and Golden
Retrievers. See the full article at AKC.org .

ing your petds spay or neuter. Retai§

Have you logged into your Pet Portal lately? Obtain a login and password
on the CCAH website and gain access to personalized pet information and services!

ned


http://www.akc.org/reg/dogreg_stats.cfm
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Staff Highlight: Amanda Spoonemore, Receptionist

§Amanda Spoonemore is one of our receptionists here at
§Creature Comforts and has been for over 3 years now. If
:you are a client here, you have probably experienced her
§friendly greeting and prompt attention. Amanda has a
§great way about her that our clients, patients, and staff
:love. She has the ability to go above and beyond what is
§asked of our receptionists here at Creature Comforts and
gdoes so on a daily basis. Amanda's family and her boy-
:friend Jeff are all very supportive of all the hours she
§spends here and the pet sitting she does for some of our
: clients and her friends. She has a huge heart for animals
§inc|uding her own beagle/mix, "Cammie", and her other
§beag|e, "Dorao. Creature Comf
: without Amanda, her great attitude and willingness to help
in all areas make her a huge asset to our hospital.

Visit us online at www.CreatureComfortsAnimalHospital.com for an interactive version of this newsletter,
including clickable links and additional information resources.

Exotic Corner: Bearded Dragon

Bearded Dragons make great family pets. They are one of the most tolerant, non -biting lizards you can
:own. If obtained at a young age they are great for kids of all ages, as long as there is sufficient parental
: supervision to have them wash their hands after handling them.

§Feeding a Beardie can be quite time -consuming but with a little preparation it can be made easy. |

§know because | own one. In captivity, both live prey and salad/veggies should be provided daily for a

: balanced diet. Dragons are more active during the day and should be fed in the morning. Live prey

i should consist of crickets, mealworms, wax worms on occa- :
sion or pinkie mice. They shoul
supplement. Their salad/veggie mixture should consist of ro-
maine, dandelion greens, turnip and mustard greens, kale, :
collards, bok choy, Swiss chard, spinach (in small amounts), :
and cilantro. Vegetables such as zucchini, squash, peas,
beans, okra, sweet potato and carrots are good choices for
them. A variety of food leads to a healthy and happy dragon.

# Occasionally they can have fruit like banana, melon and pa-

paya.

Dragons only need a shallow dish for water and prefer to have
a desert type of habitat. You need to provide them with a

basking area of around 95 degrees and general area temperature of 70 degrees. PLEASE DO NOT USE
: HEAT ROCKS. THEY WILL GET BURNED BY THEM. A UVB broad -spectrum florescent light source will
provide proper bone formation and health. Beardies love to climb and can jump out of the tank if there :
| snét a cover on it. Provide thick climbing branches
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Business hours
Creature Comforts -

Animal Hospital Monday & Friday
7:30 am to 6:00 pm

(closed 9:00 am until 12:00 pm

: on Wednesdays for staff
continuing education)

5741 Sky Pointe Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89131
Phone: 702 -658 -7339

Fax: 702 -839 -1792 Saturday & Sunday
5 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
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Dental Health Jumble Puzzle
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Fact or Myth: Dental Edition answers

1. Pets do not need to have dental cleanings.

False - A pet's teeth build plaque and tartar just as our teeth do. Just like we go to the dentist every six
months, we recommend that your pet have his/her teeth taken care of too.

2. Dental tartar is harmless.

False - There are millions of har mful bacteria that reside
becomes worse, it can start to push on the gums and cause inflammation and infection.

3. If my pet is eating fine, then their mouth is not painful.

False - Most pets will continue to eat despite how painful they may be. Their survival instinct is more
powerful than the discomfort they may feel. 80% of dogs and cats over 3 years old have dental disease.

4. 80% of dogs and cats over 3 years old have dental disease.

True - Thatis why it is very important to start home dental care when your pet is young. When the adult
teeth come in at 6 months, you should already have a routine in place to protect teeth.




